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PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 

OF 

LIVERPOOL. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1951 

BY  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

This  is  the  79th  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Liverpool  Port 

Health  Authority. 

Circular  104/49  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated  15th  November,  1949, 
directs  that  “  The  Authority  will  instruct  their  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  prepare  his  Annual  Report  for  1949  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Memo¬ 
randum  302/SA.” 

Memorandum  302/ SA  reads  as  folloAvs  :  — 

Port  Health  and  Riparian  Authorities. 

Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

(1)  Article  17  (5)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1935,  provides  that  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall,  as  soon  as 
practicable  after  the  31st  day  of  December  in  each  year,  make  an  Annual 
Report  to  the  Authority  up  to  the  end  of  December  on  the  sanitary  cir¬ 
cumstances,  the  sanitary  administration,  and  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
district,  containing,  in  addition  to  any  such  matters  upon  which  he  may 
consider  it  desirable  to  report,  such  information  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  required  by  the  Minister. 

(2)  Article  27  (18)  of  the  Regulations  provides  that  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  31st  day  of  December 
in  each  year,  furnish  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  with  a  tabular  state¬ 
ment  containing  the  following  particulars  :  — 

( а )  The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  by  him  during 
the  year ; 

(б)  The  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year,  distinguishing 
statutory  from  informal  notices; 

( c )  The  result  of  the  service  of  such  notices. 
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(3)  The  Records  of  the  Authority  should  accordingly  be  kept  in  such 
form  as  to  enable  their  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  prepare  his  Report 
without  delay  at  the  close  of  each  year.  The  Report  should  be  in  the  form 
and  sequence  indicated  herein — the  lettering  of  the  tables  being  adhered 
to. 

(4)  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  include  in  his  Report  any 
comments  which  he  may  think  desirable 

(1)  under  the  several  heads  indicated  herein,  and 

(2)  in  regard  to  the  need  for  any  developments  or  extensions 
which,  in  his  opinion,  are  necessary  to  render  the  work  of 
the  Authority  fully  efficient. 

(5)  In  the  case  of  those  Ports  which  are  approved  under  the  Aliens 
Order,  1920,  for  the  landing  of  aliens,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
should  report  generally  upon  the  work  of  medical  inspection  of  aliens. 

The  above-mentioned  directions  have  been  followed  in  so  far  as  the 
information  asked  for  is  available. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

(a)  The  Port. 

The  water  on  the  east  side  of  the  River  Mersey  is  supplied  by  the 
Liverpool  Corporation,  and  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  by  the  Birken¬ 
head  and  Wallasey  Corporations  and  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board. 

(c)  Shipping. 

Vessels  in  dock  are  supplied  from  shore  hydrants.  There  are  no  water 
boats  in  the  Port  of  Liverpool.  A  constant  check  is  kept  by  the  Port 
Health  inspectors  on  the  cleanliness  and  condition  of  ships’  drinking 
water  tanks.  Close  co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Ministry  of 
Transport  of  ships’  provisions.  Should  any  contamination  be  suspected, 
samples  of  the  water  are  taken  for  examination  by  the  City  Bacteriologist. 

(c)  Airport. 

Water  supplied  by  the  Liverpool  Corporation.  Aircraft  are  supplied 
from  taps  at  the  Airport. 

PORT  HEALTH  REGULATIONS,  1933  AND  1945. 

The  routines  for  carrying  out  the  measures  of  the  Port  Health  Regu¬ 
lations,  1933  and  1945,  were  fully  described  in  the  Annual  Report  for 
the  years  1938  and  1947,  and  are  consequently  omitted. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELLFISH)  REGULATIONS,  1934. 

No  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  the  year. 

The  Port  Health  Authority  made  a  new  Order,  under  the  above  regu¬ 
lations,  revoking  all  previous  Orders:  — 

LIVERPOOL  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY. 

The  Public  Health  (Shell-Fish)  Regulations,  1934. 

To  all  Persons  interested. 

Order  made  by  the  Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority. 

i 

In  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  on  them  by  the  Public  Health 

(Shell-fish)  Regulation,  1934,  and  consequent  upon  reports  that  shell-fish 

taken  from  within  the  prescribed  area  are  so  polluted  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  consumption  and  likely  to  cause  danger  to  public  health,  the 

Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority  hereby  make  the  following  Order:- — - 

. 

(1)  In  this  Order  “  prescribed  area  ”  means  the  Customs  Port  of 
Liverpool  as  defined  in  the  Treasury  Warrant  dated  the  third  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  1896,  viz.  :  — 

The  limits  of  the  said  Port  shall  commence  at  the  termination  of 
the  Port  of  Chester,  namely,  at  the  Red  Stones  in  Hoylake  on  the 
point  of  the  Wirral,  and  continue  up  the  River  Mersey  on  the 
Cheshire  shore  thereof  to  the  west  side  of  the  entrance  to  the  Man¬ 
chester  Ship  Canal  at  Eastham  thence  in  an  easterly  direction  across 
the  said  entrance  and  along  the  Cheshire  shore  of  the  river  to  Ince 
Ferry,  the  western  termination  on  the  Cheshire  shore  of  the  Port  of 
Manchester,  thence  crossing  the  said  River  Mersey  in  a  supposed 
straight  line  to  Dungeon  Point  being  the  western  termination  on 
the  Lancashire  shore  of  the  said  Port  of  Manchester,  and  continue 
along  the  coast  of  the  county  of  Lancashire  to  the  southern  boun¬ 
dary  of  the  Port  of  Preston;  viz.  :  an  imaginary  line  drawn  in  a 
true  north-north-west  direction  from  the  inner  north-west  sea  mark 

Ion  the  beach  at  Formby  Point  shown  on  the  Admiralty  Chart  of 
the  survey  of  the  West  Coast  of  England  from  Formby  Point  to 
Kirkcudbright  published  the  twenty-third  day  of  October  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-three.  And  the  said  Port  shall 
include  all  islands,  rivers,  bays,  channels,  roads,  bars,  strands, 
harbours,  havens,  streams  and  creeks  (except  the  said  Manchester 
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Ship  Canal)  Avithin  the  said  limits  contained,  and  shall  extend  sea¬ 
ward  to  a  distance  of  three  miles  from  Ioav  water  mark  along  the 
coast  within  the  aforesaid  limits. 

(2)  The  seaward  boundary  of  the  Port  of  Liverpool  from  the  Red 
Stones  at  Hoylake  at  the  termination  of  the  Port  of  Chester  may  be 
more  particularly  defined  as  an  imaginary  line  drawn  approximately 
six  degrees  east  of  true  north  from  Hilbre  Point  to  join  an  imaginary 
line  (referred  to  in  the  above-mentioned  Treasury  Warrant)  drawn  in 
a  true  north-north-west  direction  from  Formby  Point,  and  the  expres¬ 
sion  “  shore  ”  shall  include  the  foreshore. 

(3)  A  person  shall  not  sell,  or  expose  or  distribute  or  offer  for  sale 
or  have  in  his  possession  for  the  purpose  of  sale  for  human  consump¬ 
tion  any  shell-fish  taken  from  within  the  prescribed  area,  unless  such 
shell-fish  have  been 

(i)  subjected  to  a  satisfactory  process  of  cleansing  at  an  estab¬ 
lishment  which  is  for  the  time  being  approved  by  the  Minister 
of  Health;  or 

(ii)  relaid  in  pure  water  for  such  period  and  in  such  places  as 
may  from  time  to  time  be  approved  for  the  purpose  of  the 
said  Authority  ;  or 

(iii)  subjected  to  a  process  of  sterilization  by  steam  under  pres¬ 
sure  for  at  least  six  minutes  in  an  apparatus  which  is  for 
the  time  being  approved  by  the  said  Authority,  and  in  such 
places  which  are  for  the  time  being  approved  by  the  said 
Authority. 

(4)  The  Order  made  by  the  Authority  on  the  ninth  day  of  January, 
1918,  under  the  Public  Health  (Shell-fish)  Regulations,  1915,  and  the 
Orders  made  by  the  Authority  on  the  second  day  of  February,  1939,  the 
fourteenth  day  of  June,  1940-,  and  the  seventh  day  of  June,  1944,  respec¬ 
tively,  are  hereby  revoked. 

(5)  This  Order  shall  come  into  operation  on  the  Firwt  day  of  April, 
1951. 

Given  under  the  Common  Seal  of  the  Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority 
this  first  day  of  March,  1951. 

H.  D.  LONGBOTTOM, 

Lord  Mayor. 
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MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS. 

The  measures  taken  against  rodents  have  been  continued  during  the 
year  on  the  same  lines  as  were  shown  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1949. 

A  constant  survey  of  shore  premises  did  not  reveal  any  pronounced 
infestation  of  rats,  although  a  number  of  slight  infestations  were  found. 

INSPECTION  OF  DOCK  PREMISES. 


The  following  defects  and  nuisances  were  dealt  with  on  dock 
premises :  — 


Def 

Ina 

ective  or 
dequate 

Description 

of 

Premises 

Lighting 

Heating 

Ventilation 

W.C. 

Accommodation 

( 

Drainage 

Structural 

Defects 

Rat 

Harbourage 

Rat 

Infestation 

Accumulated 

Refuse 

Noxious 

Effluvia 

Dirty 

Conditions 

Verminous 

Conditions 

Damp 

Conditions 

Water 

Supply 

Miscellaneous 

Dock  Sheds 

12 

24 

29 

Canteens 

— 

1 

— ■' 

— 

18 

31 

7 

18 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Factories  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Quays 

5 

3 

37 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Roadways  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— < 

Offices 

1 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

Railway 
Premises  . . . 

1 

1 

1 

Warehouses 

— 

— 

2 

6 

— 

23 

6 

25 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

2 

15 

Mills 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Latrines 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— ■ 

— 

8 

Lairages 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— , 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

13 

21 

59 

36 

98 

89 

1 

11 

1 

— 

3 

26 
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Infectious  Diseases. 


No  case  of  either  Smallpox,  Plague,  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever  or  Typhus 
was  landed  at  Liverpool  during  the  year. 

142  disinfections  after  infectious  disease  were  carried  out  by  the  officers 
of  the  Port  Health  Authority.  In  each  case  infected  beds  and  bedding 
were  removed  for  steam  disinfection. 

No  rodent  plague  was  discovered  either  in  ships  or  among  the  rat 
population  ashore. 

The  number  of  ships  visited  by  the  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officers 
was  1,215,  of  which  1,093  were  from  infected  ports.  Of  the  vessels  boarded 
in  the  river  251  were  bound  for  Manchester. 

PLAGUE. 

No  case  of  human  plague  occurred  in  the  Port  during  the  year,  and 
no  plague-infected  rats  were  discovered  either  in  ships  or  shore  premises. 

MALARIA. 

During  the  year,  95  cases  of  malarial  fever  in  53  ships  were  notified, 
which  were  either  landed  in  Liverpool  or  had  recovered  abroad. 

The  names  of  the  patients  and  full  particulars  were  forwarded  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  landed  from  vessels 
arriving  in  the  Port  of  Liverpool  and  those  occurring  in  Liverpool- 
bound  ships  which  were  disposed  of  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  vessels 
at  the  port,  are  shown  in  the  following  tables:  — 
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Cases  of  infectious  sickness  landed  from  vessels. 


Diseases. 

No.  of  Cases 

during  1951. 

No.  of 
Vessels 
concerned. 

Average  No. 

of  cases  in 
previous  5  yrs 

Passengers. 

Crew. 

Plague  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yellow  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Typhus  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

4 

6 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

4 

4 

9 

Diphtheria  ... 

1 

3 

4 

4 

Measles  and  German  Measles 

15 

2 

13 

30 

Chickenpox 

6 

5 

10 

14 

Tuberculosis 

119 

19 

55 

93 

Pneumonia  ... 

4 

7 

10 

9 

Dysentery . 

1 

12 

8 

9 

Malaria  ...  ...  ... 

4 

11 

14 

35 

Mumps 

5 

1 

5 

3 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

— 

1 

■ — 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Leprosy  ...  . 

— 

1 

1 

1 

159 

70 

133 

213 
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Cases  of  Infectious  sickness  occurring  in  vessels  during  the  voyage 

but  disposed  of  prior  to  arrival. 


Diseases. 

No.  of  cases 

during  1951. 

No.  of 
vessels 
concerned. 

Average  No. 
of  cases  in 
previous 

5  years. 

Passengers. 

Crew. 

Plague  .  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cholera  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yellow  Fever 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Smallpox 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Typhus  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

— 

2 

1 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

— 

6 

5 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Measles  and  German  Measles  . . . 

19 

1 

14 

25 

Chickenpox 

19 

3 

17 

16 

Tuberculosis 

2 

0 

7 

6 

Pneumonia 

4 

6 

.  9 

7 

Malaria  ... 

20 

60 

39 

131 

Mumps  ... 

10 

o 

8 

6 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Dysentery 

2 

6 

5 

31 

Erysipelas 

— 

1 

1 

■ — 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Leprosy  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

79 

90 

108 

235 

There  were  69  cases  of  venereal  disease  reported  on  board  40  vessels  arriving 
in  the  port  during  the  year.  These  were  referred,  where  circumstances  required,  for 
treatment  at  the  Seamen’s  Dispensary. 
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ANTHRAX. 

A  dock  labourer  was  notified  as  a  case  of  anthrax  by  the  Public  Health 
Department  on  December  10th,  1951,  having  been  admitted  to  Fazakerley 
Hospital  on  December  9th,  1951. 

He  was  employed  at  m.v.  “  Port  Auckland  ”  lying  at  S.  Huskisson 
Dock  No.  3  from  November  29th,  1951  to  December  7th,  1951,  and  also 
at  s.s.  “  Clan  Lamont  ”  lying  in  S.W.  Canada  Dock  on  December  8th, 
1951. 


He  was  employed  on  the  quay  at  the  after-part  of  No.  3  Hatch  of 
m.v.  “  Port  Auckland,”  and  the  cargo  being  discharged  consisted  of 
frozen  meat  and  butter.  Bales  of  cotton  and  parcels  of  wet  hides  were 
stowed  in  other  holds  and  were  being  discharged  on  to  the  quay  while 
this  man  was  working,  but  it  was  not  his  duty  to  handle  them.  From 
8.0  a.m.  until  noon  on  Saturday,  8th  December,  the  patient  worked  at 
South  Canada  No.  1  Dock  loading  cargo  into  railway  trucks.  The  cargo 
had  been  discharged  from  s.s.  “  Clan  Lamont.”  He  handled  bales  of 
wool  and  mohair.  No  gloves  were  provided  and  no  washing  facilities 
were  available  for  men  at  this  work.  The  wool  and  mohair  was  loaded 
at  East  London.  No  other  cases  were  reported. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. 

s.s.  “Deed.” 

The  s.s.  “  Deed  ”  arrived  at  Liverpool  on  11th  March,  1951,  and  was 
boarded  in  the  river  by  the  Senior  Assistant  Port  Medical  Officer. 

The  Master  reported  that  the  Chief  Engineer  had  been  landed  at 
Lagos  on  8th  February  suffering  from  malaria  and  that  a  member  of 
the  crew  had  been  landed  to  hospital  at  Lagos  on  10th  February  suffer¬ 
ing  from  typhoid  fever  and  had  subsequently  died  on  17th  February, 
1951. 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  carried  out  at  Lagos  and  the  ship’s 
drinking  water  was  also  examined  and  chlorinated. 

No  further  cases  occurred;  the  crew  was  examined  on  arrival  at 
Liverpool  and  found  to  be  all  well.  As  the  incubation  period  for  typhoid 
fever  had  expired,  no  further  action  was  considered  necessary. 
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DYSENTERY. 

s.s.  “  Jens  Toft.” 

On  26th  April,  1951,  the  Danish  vessel  “  Jens  Toft  ”  arrived  in  Liver¬ 
pool  and  was  boarded  in  the  river  by  an  assistant  port  medical  officer. 
Six  members  of  the  crew  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  diarrhoea 
accompanied  by  the  passage  of  mucus  and  in  some  cases  blood. 

The  movements  of  the  vessel  were  as  follows:  — 

BeiruL — 5th  April,  1951. 

Alexandria — 7th  to  13th  April,  1951. 

Liverpool — 26th  April,  1951. 

The  health  of  the  ship  remained  good  until  two  days  after  arrival  at 
Alexandria,  when  one  man  suffered  from  slight  diarrhoea.  After  an 
initial  improvement  this  man  became  much  worse  about  20th  April,  with 
an  abdominal  pain  and  passage  of  blood  in  motions.  A  second  man  was 
similarly  affected  while  the  vessel  lay  at  Alexandria  and  also  became 
worse  about  one  week  later  with  diarrhoea  and  slime  in  stools.  A  third 
case  commenced  on  April  13th,  1951,  and  two  further  cases  on  April  15th, 
1951.  A  sixth  case  became  ill  on  April  20th,  1951,  with  diarrhoea,  blood 
in  stools  and  vomiting,  but  this  man  stated  he  had  felt  unwell  for  some 
days  previous  to  this. 

In  addition  to  these  six,  a  further  three  members  of  the  ship’s  com¬ 
pany  had  suffered  from  abdominal  discomfort  and  slight  diarrhoea  after 
leaving  Alexandria,  but  all  had  remained  on  duty. 

The  Master  of  the  vessel  said  that  use  of  drinking  water  taken  aboard 
at  Alexandria  had  been  discontinued  and  that  only  small  amounts  of 
vegetables  and  other  stores  had  been  taken  aboard  at  Alexandria. 

None  of  the  cases  admitted  having  eaten  ashore  while  in  port  in 
Beirut  or  Alexandria,  but  all  had  partaken  of  beverages  served  in  shore 
establishments,  either  beer  or  Coca  Cola. 

The  galley  of  the  vessel  was  inspected  and  found  in  good  order. 
Neither  the  cook  nor  his  assistant  were  among  those  affected,  and  on 
questioning  denied  any  past  history  of  abdominal  discomfort  or 
diarrhoea. 

The  six  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  for  further  attention. 
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Report  on  4  Samples  of  Water  by  Gity  Bacteriologist. 


Date 

Description 

Bacteria 
per  c.c. 

B.  coli 
per 

100 

c.c. 

Total 

Coliform 

Organisms 

per 

100  c.c. 

B. 

W  elchii 

Faecal 

strepto¬ 

cocci 

At 

37°  C. 

At 

22°  C. 

28.4.51 

Pantry  Aft  Port  Tank. 
Alexandria  water. 

28 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Firemen’s  wash. 
Alexandria  water. 

34 

48 

0 

11 

2 

0 

Ship’s  Galley. 

London  water. 

10 

7 

0 

50 

5 

0 

Ship’s  galley. 
Alexandria  water. 

18 

8 

0 

13 

0 

0 

All  C 

LASS  (4 

) — Unsa 

TISFACTORY. 

CANAL  BOATS.  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Part  X. 

A  Port  Health  inspector  is  periodically  engaged  on  the  inspection  of 
canal  boats  plying  in  the  river  or  docks. 

N umber  of  boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  298 

Number  of  boats  inspected  for  registration  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  boats  found  with  contraventions  ...  36 

N umber  of  contraventions  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  .  39 


PARROTS  (PROHIBITION  OF  IMPORT)  REGULATIONS,  1930. 

Six  birds  of  the  parrot  species  were  destroyed  under  the  supervision 
of  officers  of  the  Port  Health  Authority. 


Seventy-eight  birds  were  imported  under  permit. 


Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  during  the  Year  1951. 
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Figures  in  columns  1  and  2  supplied  by  H.M.  Collector  of  Customs  for  this  Port. 


15 


Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 

The  Port  of  Liverpool  trades  with  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  almost 
every  conceivable  kind  of  cargo  is  carried  by  ships  arriving  in  the 
Mersey. 


Passenger  Traffic  during  1951. 


Tourist 

No.  of  Passengers 

1st  Class. 

2nd  Class. 

3rd  Class. 

Class. 

Transmigrants. 

Inwards 

24,572 

4,080 

834 

25,913 

55,399 

Outwards 

36,781 

2,200 

1,993 

37,546 

78,520 

* 

HYGIENE  OF  CREW  SPACES. 

During  the  year  careful  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  inspection  of 
crew  spaces  by  the  Port  Health  inspectors.  Vessels  entering  the  port 
are  visited  as  soon  as  possible  after  docking  and  enquiries  are  made 
concerning  the  health  of  the  crew,  the  occurrence  of  any  sickness  dur¬ 
ing  the  voyage,  the  source  of  water  supply,  the  condition  of  all  tanks 
and  bilges,  the  condition  of  storerooms,  presence  of  rats,  and  whether 
any  sick  or  dead  rats  have  been  found.  In  foreign-going  ships,  the 
deratisation  or  deratisation  exemption  certificate,  and  in  coastal  vessels 
the  rodent  control  certificate,  is  inspected. 

After  making  these  enquiries,  the  port  health  inspector,  usually 
accompanied  by  a  ship’s  officer,  visits  and  inspects  the  ship’s  accommo¬ 
dation,  storerooms  and  catering  arrangements.  Particular  attention 
is  paid  to  cleanliness,  lighting,  ventilation,  heating,  structural  defects, 
dampness  and  presence  of,  or  harbourage  for,  vermin.  A  detailed  report 
is  entered  in  the  inspector’s  report  book,  and  appropriate  action  taken 
when  required. 

In  some  cases'  further  records  of  ship  inspection  are  kept,  including 
nationality,  when  built,  port  of  registry,  owners  or  agents,  tonnage, 
type  and  class,  number  of  crew,  and  particulars  of  lavatories,  hospitals, 
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drinking  water  tanks,  crew  and  passenger  accommodation  and  any  pro¬ 
vision  against  mosquitoes.  Remarks  on  special  features  of  construction 
and  rat-proofing,  together  with  a  history  of  rat  infestation,  and  the 
cubic  capacities  of  all  spaces  in  the  ship,  are  also  obtained."' 

MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS. 

The  port  is  divided  into  districts  (including  the  airport)  and  a  Port 
Health  inspector,  a  rat  searcher  and  rat  catchers  are  allotted  to  each 
district.  The  rat  searcher  is  responsible  for  searching  for  evidence  of, 
or  harbourage  for,  rats,  and  the  rat  catchers  for  obtaining  samples  of, 
and  reducing  the  rat  population  both  in  the  ships  and  in  the  premises, 
sheds  and  quays  of  their  district.  Each  rodent  operative  is  given  specific 
tasks  daily,  to  be  carried  out  at  set  times,  and  the  work  is  checked  by 
cross-visits  from  a  supervising  rodent  operative,  and  the  Deputy-Chief 
Port  Health  Inspector. 

Stefs  taken  for  the  Detection  of  Rodent  Plague. 

(a)  In  ships  in  port. 

Every  foreign-going  ship  entering  the  port  is  visited  by  a  port  health 
inspector,  and  a  rat  searcher,  as  soon  as  possible  after  docking.  Traps 
are  set  in  all  ships  from  “  infected  ports,”  and  in  all  foreign-going 
ships  when  rat  evidence  is  reported,  or  time  in  port  permits. 

% 

All  rats  trapped  are  sent  to  the  City  Bacteriologist  for  examination. 
Any  rats  suspected  of  being  plague  infected,  or  any  rat  found  dead 
without  marks  of  violence,  is  dipped  in  paraffin  oil,  specially  labelled 
”  suspected  rat  ” — “  urgent,”  and  taken  immediately  to  the  City 
Bacteriologist  far  examination. 

Coastal  shipping  and  barges  are  visited  and  searched  periodically. 

(I))  On  quays ,  wharves ,  warehouses ,  etc.,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Fort. 

Searching  and  trapping  is  carried  out  daily  on  quays  and  wharves, 
and  in  warehouses,  canteens,  stores,  flour  mills  and  grain  warehouses, 
etc.,  within  the  area  of  the  port.  All  rats  recovered  by  trapping  are 
sent  to  the  City  Bacteriologist  for  examination. 
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Measures  taken  to  Prevent  the  Passage  of  Rats  between  Ship  and 
Shore. 

All  foreign-going  ships,  whether  arriving  from  abroad  or  proceeding 
coastwise,  are  visited  on  arrival  by  a  port  health  inspector,  and  orders 
are  given  to  fit  ratguards  on  all  moorings.  Subsequent  visits  are  made 
to  see  that  the  order  has  been  carried  out.  Ratguards  may  be  sheet 
metal,  at  least  three  feet  in  diameter,  with  sharp  edged  circumference, 
or  the  rope  may  be  parcelled  with  canvas  or  sacking  coated  with  tar. 
The  tar  must  be  kept  in  a  sticky  condition.  Ships’  officers  are  advised 
not  to  leave  cargo  nets  hanging  between  the  ship  and  shore  at  night. 

Measures  of  Deratisation. 

(a)  Ships. 

(1)  Routine  trapping  by  port  health  rat  catchers. 

(2)  Trapping  and/or  poisoning  by  rat  catchers  employed  by  shipping 
companies. 

(3)  Trapping  and  poisoning  by  private  rat  catching  firms  employed 

(b)  Premises  in  Vicinity  of  Dochs  and  Quays. 

(1)  Routine  trapping  and/or  poisoning  by  port  health  rat  catchers, 

(2)  Routine  trapping  and/or  poisoning  by  rat  catchers  employed  by 
the  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board. 

(3)  Trapping  and  poisoning  by  private  rat  catching  firms  employed 
by  shipping  companies  and  warehouse  owners. 

(4)  Trapping  and  poisoning  by  rat  catchers  employed  on  the  staff  of 
warehouse  owners. 

Measures  taken  for  the  Detection  of  Rat  Prevalence  in  Ships. 

(1)  Enquiries  and  search  by  port  health  inspectors. 

(2)  Routine  searching  by  port  health  rat  searchers,  who  search  all 
foreign-going  ships  on  arrival,  and  also  make  periodic  searches 
during  the  discharge  of  cargo. 

(3)  Any  ship  for  which  a  deratisation  or  deratisation  exemption 
certificate,  or  rodent  control  certificate  has  been  applied  for,  is 
searched  throughout  when  the  cargo  spaces  are  empty. 

(4)  Immediate  investigation  of  reports  from  ship  owners,  agents,  ship 
masters  and  officers,  dock  workers,  and  privately  employed  rat 
catchers. 
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Rat-Proofing. 

(a)  To  what  extent  are  docks ,  wharves ,  warehouses ,  etc.,  rat-proof ? 

The  general  condition  is  good.  Advice  on  rat- proofing  from  officers  of 

the  Port  Health  Authority  is  generally  welcomed,  although  there  is  often 
considerable  delay  in  getting  the  work  carried  out,  particularly  in 
some  of  the  older  warehouses.  A  number  of  new  brick-built  canteens 
have  been  constructed  on  sound  lines;  but  unfortunately  there  are  still 
others  constructed  during  the  war  years  which  cannot  be  considered 
rat-proof. 

( b )  Action  taken  to  extend  Bat-Proofing. 

(1)  In  Ships. 

When  temporary  or  permanent  harbourage  is  discovered  in  ships, 
the  Masters  and  the  owners  (or  agents  )  are  informed  and  advised  how 
to  eliminate  it;  every  effort  is  made  to  see  that  the  vessels  are  made 
reasonably  rat-proof  before  a  cleratisation  or  deratisation  exemption 
certificate  is  issued. 

(2)  On  Shore. 

A  constant  survey  is  made  throughout  the  port  area  and  no  stores, 
gear  nor  accumulations  of  refuse  are  allowed  to  remain  undisturbed. 
Owners  of  old  and  useless  gear  are  advised  to  dispose  of  it  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  refuse  and  sweepings  are  removed  without  delay. 

All  premises  are  surveyed  for  rat  infestation,  and/or  harbourage  and 
rat-proofing  is  advised  as  required. 
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DANGEROUS  DRUGS. 

During  the  year,  102  certificates  authorising  the  purchase  of  scheduled 
dangerous  drugs  were  issued  under  the  Dangerous  Drugs  (No.  3  Regu¬ 
lation),  1923,  amending  the  Dangerous  Drugs  Regulations,  1921, 
regulation  15  of  which  is  as  follows:  — 

“If  a  foreign  ship  in  any  port  in  Great  Britain  requires  to 
“  obtain  a  supply  of  any  of  the  drugs  in  order  to  complete  the 
“necessary  equipment  of  the  ship,  the  Master  of  the  ship  is  autho- 
“  rised  to  purchase  and  be  in  possession  of  such  quantity  of  any  of 
“  the  drugs  as  may  be  certified  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
“the  Port  where  the  ship  is  (or  in  his  absence  by  the  Assistant 
“  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Port)  to  be  necessary  for  the 
“  purpose,  the  quantity  not  to  exceed  what  is  required  for  the  use  of 
“  the  ship  until  it  reaches  its  home  port.  The  certificate  given  by 
“  the  Medical  Officer  or  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
“  Port  shall  be  marked  by  the  supplier  with  the  date  of  the  supply 
“  and  shall  be  retained  by  him  and  kept  for  inspection.” 


INTERNATIONAL  SANITARY  CONVENTION  OF  PARIS,  1928. 

ARTICLE  28. 

During  the  year,  149  fumigations  were  carried  out  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  deratisation  certificates  and  in  addition  546  vessels  were 
granted  deratisation  exemption  certificates,  making  a  total  of  695  exami¬ 


nations  under  Article  28. 


Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  in  Piague-^Infected  ”  or  “  Suspected  ”  Vessels  or  in  vessels  from  Plague- 

Infected  Ports  during  the  year  1951. 
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IN  umber  and  species  of  rats  caught,  in  the  Port  of  Liverpool  during  the  year  1951. 
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Total  Caught 

284 

255 

244 

261 

429 

361 

305 

318 

457 

427 

404 

439 

4,184 

© 

O 

pH 

4= 

Brown. 

35 

1 

1 

TjH 

1 

1 

1 

>o 

rH 

26 

1 

1 

rH 

r- 

OQ 

0 

Q 

Black, 

99 

CO 

r-H 

pH 

70 

96 

132 

99 

122 

127 

184 

84 

142 

224 

1,459 

Examined 

Brown. 

29 

26 

r-H 

pH 

24 

34 

15 

10 

pH 

14 

38 

CD 

rH 

24 

242 

Black. 

154 

116 

163 

i- 

CO 

rH 

263 

247 

CO 

pH 

185 

258 

05 

Cl 

246 

191 

2,412 

Total 

Black  Brown 

i 

64 

26 

11 

28 

34 

15 

10 

6 

15 

64 

16 

24 

CO 

rH 

CO 

220 

229 

233 

233 

395 

346 

295 

312 

442 

363 

388 

415 

3,871 

OG 

© 

O 

9 

o 

U1 

Brown 

OGOiOcOOOC^t-r-HCqoOOiO 

iO  r-H  r— 1  H  p-H  r-H 

221 

u 

© 

A 

©3 

o 

Black 

55 

59 

66 

67 

139 

129 

121 

128 

189 

137 

161 

115 

1,366 

OG 

<3 

Brown 

COQOCOCNlOCOCOlOCOCOt^O 

rH  r-H  r-H 

91 

p  ' 

o> 

Black 

60 

47 

57 

53 

106 

104 

90 

90 

99 

140 

121 

92 

1,059 

Sliips 

Brown 

^  1  1  1  )  1  1  1  1  1  1  I 

rH 

Black 

105 

123 

110 

113 

150 

113 

84 

94 

154 

86 

106 

208 

1,446 

1951 

January 

February 

March  ... 

April  ... 

May 

June  ... 

July  . 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total 

. 
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Rats  destroyed  during  1951. 


(1)  In  vessels:  — 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Black 

105 

123 

110 

113 

150 

113 

84 

94 

154 

86 

106 

208 

1,446 

Brown 

1 

.  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Species  not 
recorded 

• 

Rats  examined  ... 

44 

18 

59 

33 

51 

37 

10 

23 

16 

36 

31 

35 

393 

Rats  found  in¬ 
fected  with  Plague 

— 

(2)  In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses:  — 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total 

Black 

115 

106 

123 

120 

245 

233 

211 

218 

288 

277 

282 

207 

2,425 

Brown 

63 

26 

11 

28 

34 

15 

10 

6 

15 

64 

16 

24 

312  1 

Species  not 
recorded 

1 

Rats  examined  ... 

139 

124 

115 

128 

246 

225 

173 

163 

256 

281 

231 

180 

2,261  l1 

Rats  found  in¬ 
fected  with  Plague 

Number  of  Mice  destroyed  in  vessels  ...  ...  ...  ...  694 

Do.  do.  do.  on  quays  ...  ...  ...  ...  287 

Do.  do.  examined  from  vessels  and  quays  ...  ...  323 


'  r 


23 


The  combined  returns  of  all  rats  and  mice  caught  and  destroyed  by 
shipping  firms  employing  their  own  rat-catchers,  by  rat  catching 
companies,  and  by  the  Port  Health  Authority,  during  the  year  1951, 
are  as  follows  :  — 


Rats 

Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

• 

Port— 

In  vessels  . 

On  quays  . 

1,837 

3,025 

694 

287 

4,862 

981 

N.B. — In  addition  to  the  above  4,541  rats  were  caught  and  destroyed  by 
the  Dock  Board  ratcatcher  during  the  year. 


Number  of  Visits  to  Vessels  by  Hat  Catchers  ... 


.  6,485 


Do. 

do. 

do.  Rat  Catchers  ... 

...  5,297 

Do. 

do. 

Quays,  Sheds,  etc., 

by  Inspectors 

...  4,988 

Do. 

do. 

do.  do. 

Rat  Searchers 

...  2,998 

Do. 

do. 

do.  do. 

Rat  Catchers 

...  17,528 
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Inspection  of  Shipping. 


Year  1951. 


Nationality 

Visits 

Re-Visits 

Total 

British  ... 

3,663 

740 

4,403 

Dutch 

411 

6 

417 

Norwegian 

190 

12 

202 

American 

170 

5 

175 

Swedish  ... 

169 

5 

174 

Danish  ... 

108 

11 

119 

Panamanian 

77 

16 

93 

German  ... 

48 

1 

49 

Italian 

47 

14 

61 

Spanish  ... 

46 

9 

55 

Greek 

41 

18 

59 

Argentinian 

20 

2 

22 

Turkish  ... 

14 

3 

17 

Belgian  ... 

13 

— 

13 

French  ... 

6 

— 

6 

Brazilian... 

5 

— 

5 

Egyptian . 

5 

1 

6 

Israel 

5 

1 

6 

Liberian  ... 

5 

2 

7 

Portuguese 

5 

2 

7 

Costa  Rican 

4 

— 

4 

Yugo-Slavian 

4 

— 

4 

Russian  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Chilian  ... 

O 

Z. 

— 

2 

Swiss 

2 

— 

2 

Faroese  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Finnish  ... 

28 

5 

33 

Polish 

1 

— 

1 

Moroccan 

1 

— 

1 

Rumanian 

1 

— 

1 

Syrian  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Uruguayan 

1 

— 

1 

Total  ... 

5,097 

853 

5,950 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  and  Nationalities  of  the  Vessels  on  which  Defects  were  detected  during  the  year  1951.  face  page  25 


NATIONALITY 

Number  of 

Ships 

Dirty 

Crew  Quarters 

! _ — 

1 

Verminous 

Quarters 

Dirty 

Wash-houses 

or  W.C’s. 

Foul 

Water  Tanks 

Foul 

Bilges 

Full  or  Choked 

W.C.’s 

1 

Accumulations  of 

offensive  refuse 

Gear  stowed  in 

Crew’s  Quarters 

Damp 

Quarters 

Leaky 

Deckheads 

Defective 

Heating  System 

- - - 

Defective 

Bulkheads 

Defective  Port- 

lights,  Sky-lights, 

etc. 

Defective  or 

inadequate 

Ventilation 

Defective 

Deck  Covering 

Defective 

Lockers 

Defective  Chain 

or  Hawse  Pipes 

Rat 

Harbourage 

Defective 

W.C.  Fittings 

Defective 

Soil  Pipes 

Defective  Waste 

Pipes  or 

Scuppers 

■i  i 

Defective 

V  ashingFaeilities 

Inadequate 

Lighting 

Inadequate  ‘ 

Drainage 

f 

jo  O' 
X  ^ 

.  © 

w  — 

£ 

Miscellaneous 

Total  number 

of  Defects 

Total 

Remedied 

1 

British. . . 

. . . 

669 

1490 

6103 

84 

5 

—  i  48 

29 

— 

10 

52 

28 

4 

87 

— 

4 

— 

8 

43 

6 

32 

4 

— 

1 

37 

1 

8076 

7429 

Panamanian 

•  •  • 

19 

128 

O 

Ad 

6 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

154 

134 

Greek  ... 

•  •  • 

16 

48 

4 

6 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

9 

— 

— 

22 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

97 

94 

Italian 

•  •  • 

11 

58 

i 

4 

1 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

70 

68 

Norwegian 

... 

10 

78 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

91 

84 

Spanish 

•  •  • 

8 

14 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  1 

24 

Turkish 

•  •  • 

6 

38 

4 

42 

42 

Danish 

•  •  • 

!  5 

36 

1 

2 

• 

39 

33 

Swedish 

. . . 

4 

85 

5 

90 

90 

German 

•  •  • 

o 

dd 

|  20 

20  I 

20 

Dutch  ... 

. . . 

2 

1 

1 

> 

2 

9 

Ad 

Argentinian 

. . . 

1 

6 

6  f 

6 

American 

. . . 

1 

— 

—  ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

Egyptian 

•  •  • 

1 

I  7 

— 

7 

7 

Finnish 

•  •  • 

1 

Liberian 

•  •  • 

1 

6 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  1 

— 

12 

12 

Moroccan 

•  •  • 

1 

10 

10 

_ 

Israelian 

•  •  • 

1 

6 

6 

6 

Belgian 

•  •  • 

1  1 

9 

Ad 

2 

o 

Ad 

Yugo  Slavian 

. . . 

1  ' 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

6 

French 

•  •  • 

1 

19 

19 

— 

Russian 

000 

i 

1 

1 

Totals 

0  0  0 

763 

2053 

6111 

Ill 

5 

— 

49 

36 

— 

17 

73 

34 

5 

135 

— 

6 

— 

1 

13 

45 

8 

1 

32 

4 

1 

39 

1 

1 

8779 

8063 
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Summary  of  Insanitary  Conditions  during  the  year  1951. 


Class  of  Vessels 

Number  Inspected 

Number  in  which 
Nuisances  were 
found 

Per  cent. 

Sailing  Foreign — 

Steamers  ...  . 

3,011 

534 

17*73 

Motor  . 

1,767 

216 

12*22 

Sailing  . 

— 

— 

Total  . 

4,778 

750 

15*70 

Sailing  Coastwise — 

Steamers  ...  . 

166 

13 

7*83 

Motor  . 

152 

— 

— 

Sailing  . 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

319 

13 

4*08 

Nationality 

Number 

Inspected. 

Number  in  which 
Nuisances  were 
found 

British  ...  .  . 

3,663 

669 

Foreign  .  . 

1,434 

94 

Total 

5,097 

763 

Nuisances  found  in  Vessels. 


• 

Defects  of 
Original 
Construction 
(a) 

Per  cent, 
of 

Total 

Defects 

Structural  Defects 
through 
wear  and  tea* 

(b) 

Per  cent, 
of 

Total 

Defects 

Dirt,  and 
other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health 

(c) 

Per  cent, 
of 

Total 

Defects 

45 

0*51 

352 

4*01 

8,382 

95*48 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS. 


The  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  aliens  arriving  in  the 
Port  of  Liverpool  during  1951,  and  the  number  of  each  of  the  categories 
under  which  alien  passengers  are  classified  by  the  Immigration  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Home  Office:  — 


Residents 

Total  aliens 

Transmigrants 

returning 

In  transit 

7,974 

Nil 

66 

1,209 

Visitors  of  6  m 

onths  or  less 

Diplomats  and 
persons  on 
Foreign  Govt. 
Missions 

Seamen 

On  holiday, 
tourist,  &c. 

On 

Business 

5,453 

136 

28 

72 

• 

Seamen  under  Contract  to 

Ministry  of 

Other 

join  ships  in  British  Waters 

Labour  Permits 

Aliens 

86 

66 

858 

Total  number  of  vessels  carrying  Alien  passengers  ...  1,079 

Number  of  Vessels  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Inspector...  186 
Number  of  Aircraft  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Inspector  5 


Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens.  Year  1951. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Throughout  the  year  1951  the  inspection  of  foods  has  been  carried  out 
in  accordance  with  the  various  regulations  governing  imported  foods. 

Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937/^8. 

All  imported  meat  or  meat  products  are  required  by  the  above  regu¬ 
lations  to  bear  the  recognised  official  certificate  of  the  country  of  origin. 
During  the  year  there  were  a  number  of  importations  of  meat  or  meat 
products,  which  arrived  either  with  an  incorrect  certificate  or  with  no 

official  certificate  at  all,  of  which  the  following  are  a  few  examples:  — 

s.s.  “  Tresillian  Karachi,  9.1.51. 

One  cask  of  salted  sheep  casings — produce  of  Pakistan,  had  no  official 
certificate  and  was  detained.  A  “  Health  Certificate 77  was  produced 
by  the  importer  but  was  not  accepted.  Ultimately  a  duplicate  of  the 
recognised  official  certificate  was  produced  with  a  covering  letter  of 
explanation  and  the  consignment  was  released.  The  importer  was 
warned  that  any  future  consignments  must  have  the  official  certificate 
attached  before  shipment. 

s.s.  “  Khineland  “  @  Hamburg,  28.5.51. 

Six  casks  of  salted  pig  casings — produce  of  Iran — were  detained  and 
subsequently  exported  as  there  is  at  present  no  official  certificate  for 

Iran. 

s.s.  “  Caledonia  77  @  Karachi,  29.5.51. 

One  cask  of  salted  sheep  casings — produce  of  Pakistan — not  bearing 
the  recognised  official  certificate,  was  landed  and  detained.  A  “  Health 
Certificate,77  and  later  a  duplicate  official  certificate  which  could  not 
be  identified  as  referring  to  this  consignment  in  any  way,  was  produced. 
This  consignment  was  exported. 

s.s.  “  Halcience  77  @  France,  9.8.51. 

19  casks  of  salted  hog  casings  were  landed  without  the  necessary  official 
certificate  being  attached.  Later  19  official  certificates  and  a  covering 
letter  of  explanation  were  produced  by  the  importer  and  the  consign¬ 
ment  was  released. 
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s. s.  “  City  of  Worcester  ”  @  Karachi,  28.8.51. 

Four  casks  of  salted  sheep  casings- — produce  of  Afghanistan — were 
landed  and  detained.  As  there  is  no  recognised  official  certificate  for 
Afghanistan,  the  consignment  Avas  exported. 

s.s.  “  Gibbes  Lyres  ”  @  U.S.A.,  1,12.51. 

Ten  casks  of  salted  hog  casings  were  landed  and  found  not  to  bear 
any  recognised  official  certificate.  The  importer  produced  a  veterinary 
certificate  covering  the  consignment,  issued  by  the  U.S.A.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Meat  Inspection  Service,  and  the  consignment  was 
released. 

Onchocerciasis  (Worm  Nodules) , 

Several  consignments  of  boneless  briskets  of  beef  from  Australia  have 
been  examined  in  detail  after  being  partially  defrosted  :  They  varied 
from  sound  to  33  per  cent,  affected. 

Caseous  Lymphadenitis. 

Two  shipments  of  carcases  of  mutton  from  Patagonia  (Argentine), 
amounting  to  approximately  50,000  carcases,  were  landed  and  examined 
in  full.  The  carcases  bore  the  recognised  official  certificate.  Examina¬ 
tion  shows  that  multiple  glands  have  been  removed  before  shipment,  but 
in  some  marks,  after  partial  defrosting  of  the  carcases,  caseous  lympha¬ 
denitis  was  discovered  in  7  to  8  per  cent,  chiefly  in  the  iliac,  lumbar 
and  mediastinal  glands  or  superficially  in  the  membranes. 

Fresh  Milk  from  Northern  Ireland. 

Specially  chartered  steamers  were  again  engaged  for  a  period  of 
approximately  13  weeks  during  August,  September,  October  and 
November,  in  the  carrying  of  about  20,000  gallons  of  fresh  milk  daily 
to  this  port.  The  milk  arrived  in  good  condition  and  was  regularly 
sampled  by  the  City  Food  and  Drugs  Department  for  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination. 

Importation  of  Fresh  Meat,  etc.,  into  Speke  Airport. 

Consignments  of  fresh  beef,  lamps  and  offal  from  Dublin  Airport 
were  landed  almost  daily  during  August  and  September,  and  were  imme¬ 
diately  transferred  by  road  transport  to  Stanley  Market. 


30 


The  methods  of  transport  and  handling  were  satisfactory,  and  the 
quality  and  condition  of  the  meat  was  very  good. 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  ets.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925/48. 

Circular  MF/2/51,  dated  18.1.51,  has  restored  “  Borax”  as  a  prohi¬ 
bited  preservative  in  imported  bacon,  hams,  etc.,  in  accordance  with 
the  above  regulations,  after  being  in  abeyance  during  the  war  years. 

Samples  of  various  foods  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  City  Analyst 
for  reports. 

Consignments  of  “  butter  ”  beans  in  bags  arrived  from  Madagascar  and 
were  found  to  have  a  liberal  admixture  of  white  powder  (insecticide). 
Samples  were  taken  for  analysis,  and  the  City  Analyst  reported  that 
the  beans  had  been  treated  with  a  Silica  preparation  which  was  free 
from  significant  amounts  of  arsenic,  lead,  copper,  zinc,  barium  and 
fluorides,  but  recommended  that  the  powder  be  removed  by  mechanical 
brushing  before  placing  the  goods  on  the  market.  This  recommendation 
has  been  carried  out  on  each  consignment. 

Boxes  and  cartons  of  refined  pure  lard  from  one  packer  in  U.S.A. 
were  landed  with  a  stencilled  declaration  of  added  preservative.  Samples 
were  submitted  to  the  City  Analyst  who  reported  that  “  examination 
by  normal  methods  failed  to  detect  any  of  the  anti-oxidants  stated  to 
be  present.”  No  further  action  was  taken  but  it  was  noticed  that  later 
consignments  had  the  stencilled  declaration  obliterated  before  shipment. 

Unsound  and  Damaged  Cargoes. 

A  variety  of  unsound  and  damaged  cargoes  were  dealt  with  as 
follows  :  — 

Ex  Various  Ships  from  West  Africa. 

Consignments  of  coconuts  have  continued  to  arrive  in  a  very  unsatis¬ 
factory  condition,  have  been  detained,  sorted,  and  the  unsound  portion 
destroyed. 

s.s.  “  Albiston  ”  @  Iran,  27.3.51. 

From  a  total  shipment  of  about  76,717  boxes  of  sultanas,  one  mark 
consisting  of  2,914  boxes  was  found  with  a  heavy  admixture  of  stones, 
flints  and  gravel,  etc. ;  it  was  subjected  to  reconditioning  by  washing 
under  pressure,  passed  over  magnets  to  extract  any  metals,  oven  dried 
and  finally  hand  picked,  where  necessary,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
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Port  Health  Authority  The  reconditioning  was  completed  satisfac¬ 
torily  and  the  loss  amounted  to  about  8  per  cent,  of  the  total  weight 
handled. 


m.v.  “Pacific  Express”  @  U.S.A.,  28.4.51. 

277  boxes  of  apples  were  landed,  damaged  by  bilge  water  and  fuel 
oil.  These  were  repacked  under  supervision  and  the  equivalent  of  187 
boxes  were  destroyed. 

'  Ex  Various  Ships. 

In  mid-year  two  consignments  of  frozen  offal  from  Uruguay  and  two 
consignments  of  mutton  and  lamb  carcases  from  New  Zealand  were 
found  on  examination  to  be  damaged  and  contaminated  by  rats.  A  full 
examination  was  made  at  a  local  cold  store,  and  it  was  found  that  some 
of  the  packages  of  offal  had  been  repacked  before  shipment  into  bags 
and  boxes  which  appeared  normal  externally,  but  when  opened,  the 
inner  paper  wrappings  and  the  meat  had  been  gnawed  and  fouled. 

s.s.  “  Prometheus  ”  @  Malaya,  27.6.51. 

935  cases  of  canned  pineapples  were  landed  damaged  by  sea  water 
and  sent  to  local  warehouse  for  full  examination.  14,063  tins  were  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were  destroyed. 

s.s.  “  Urmston  Grange”  @  E^ruguay,  3.7.51. 

1,219  bags  of  frozen  beef  livers  were  landed  and  found  on  examination 
to  be  affected  with  echinococcus  cysts  and  distomatosis.  The  consignment 
was  sent  to  local  cold  stores  for  detailed  examination  after  defrosting  : 
33  per  cent,  of  the  portion  examined  was  affected.  This  consignment 
was  later  exported  for  pharmaceutical  purposes. 

s.s.  “  Clan  Macdonald  “  @  Australia,  7.7.51. 

About  8,000  packages  of  frozen  meat  and  sundries  were  landed  tainted 
from  fuel  oil.  The  consignment  was  sent  to  local  cold  stores,  successfully 
deodorised,  and  later  released. 

m.v.  “  Ulster  Monarch  ”  @  Belfast,  12.7.51. 

20  bales  of  edible  sheet  gelatine  were  found  to  be  contaminated  with 
an  insecticide.  Samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  City  Analyst,, 
who  reported  that  “  the  samples  contained  copper  ranging  from  150 
to  260  parts  per  million.”  This  consignment  was  released  for  technical 
purposes  only. 
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s.s.  “  Peleus  ”  @  France,  22.8.51. 

488  cases  of  canned  cherries  in  syrup  were  found  to  contain  43  peh 
cent,  blown  and  burst  tins.  Samples  from  the  apparently  sound  tins 
were  submitted  to  the  City  Analyst  and  City  Bacteriologist  for  reports. 
The  City  Analyst  reported  the  samples  as  free  from  excessive  metallic 
contamination,  etc.,  but  the  City  Bacteriologist  reported  “  pathogenic 
staphylococci  present.”  Finally  the  whole  consignment  was  destroyed. 

s.s.  “  Bittern  °  @  Rotterdam,  8.10.51. 

50  cartons  of  canned  braised  pork  livers  were  examined  and  found 
to  contain  26  per  cent,  blown  and  burst  tins.  Samples  of  apparently 
sound  tins  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  City  Analyst  and  City 
Bacteriologist.  No  adverse  report  was  received  from  the  City  Analyst 
but  the  City  Bacteriologist  reported  11  aerobic  sporing  organisms  of 
the  bacillus  group  present.”  The  consignment  was  rejected  and  an 
application  from  the  packer  in  Holland  requesting  that  the  consignment 
should  be  exported  was  agreed  to. 

m.v.  “  Port  Napier  ”  @  New  Zealand,  23.10.51. 

123  bags  of  frozen  beef  livers  were  landed  and  found  on  examination 
to  be  affected  with  echinococcus  cysts.  This  consignment  was  sent  to 
local  cold  stores  and  a  proportion  partially  defrosted  for  detailed 
examination  :  up  to  18  per  cent,  were  affected.  The  consignment  was 
later  released  for  pharmaceutical  purposes  only. 

Ex  Various  Ships. 

Several  consignments  of  canned  cherries  from  Italy  and  France,  which 
were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  on  inspection,  have  been  exported  to 
the  packers. 

Consignments  of  canned  hams  from  the  Continent  generally  landed 
in  fairly  good  condition,  but  had  poor  keeping  qualities.  The  tin  plate 
used  was  poor  in  quality,  and  complaints  were  many  after  the  goods 
had  been  stored  for  a  time.  The  unsound  conditions  were  probably  due 
to  either  :  — 

(a)  Careless  processing  (pickling,  sterilisation,  etc.), 

( b )  Rough  handling  in  transit,  or 

(c)  Contents  too  heavy  for  the  type  of  tin  plate  used. 


Unsound  Sugar  and  Inedible  Animal  Fats. 

2,185  tons  4  cwt.  7  qr.  6  lb.  of  unsound  sugar  (loose-collected,  sweep¬ 
ings,  etc.)  was  dealt  with  during  the  year,  and  suitably  disposed  of  to 
local  Refiners  for  reconditioning. 
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*These  were  destroyed  or  allowed  to  go  for  industrial  purposes  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Medical  Officer. 
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Table  showing  the  total  quantities  of  the  different  unsound  foodstuffs 
utilised  under  supervision  during  the  year  1951  :  — 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Beef,  Mutton,  Pork  and  Veal 

14 

19 

3 

9 

Offal  (Beef,  Mutton,  etc.) 

7 

8 

0 

1 

Canned  Goods 

447 

17 

2 

8 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 

1,440 

10 

1 

19 

Cereals  ...  . 

1,790 

9 

2 

2 

General  (Fish,  Poultry,  Rabbits,  etc.)  ... 

28 

5 

1 

13 

Total  . 

3,729 

10 

2 

24 

The  following  tables  give  the  particulars  of  samples  sent  to  the  City 


Analyst  and  City  Bacteriologist  for  examination  during  the  year  1951 :  — 


CITY  ANALYST. 

CITY  BACTERIOLOGIST. 

Butter  Beans 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Canned  Cherries  ... 

... 

1 

Canned  Cherries  ... 

•  .  •  •  •  • 

3 

Canned  Luncheon  Meat  ... 

... 

2 

Figs  . 

•  •  •  •  .  . 

1 

Pork  Livers 

... 

2 

Edible  Gelatine 

•  .  •  •  .  . 

1 

Water 

... 

19 

Lard 

...  . . . 

1 

Pork  Livers 

... 

1 

8 

24 

= 

= 

In  addition,  336  samples  of  goat  hair,  mohair,  horse  hair,  bristle  and 
wool  were  submitted  for  examination. 


The  Port  Health  Authority  is  also  engaged  in  the  issue  of  certifi¬ 
cates  of  disinfection  for  foreign  governments  and  other  purposes  in 
connection  with  the  exportation  of  hides,  wool,  jute  sacks  and  cloth, 
tailors’  cuttings,  rags,  second-hand  bags  and  clothing,  bales  of  cotton, 
etc. 

The  department  also  endorses  under  the  United  States,  Canadian 
and  other  regulations,  certificates  regarding  wholesomeness  of  food 
articles,  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  in  which  the 
articles  are  produced  or  stored,  comprising  poultry,  game,  cheese, 
bacon,  hams,  potatoes,  preserved  fish,  pickled  beef,  tongues,  sausage 
skins,  lime  juice,  etc. 
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The  work  attached  to  preparing  and  recording  these  certificates  is 
considerable,  and  takes  up  a  large  amount  of  time  of  the  department. 

I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  valuable  assistance  received 
from  H.M.  Collector  of  Customs  and  staff,  the  Mersey  Docks  and  Har^ 
bour  Board  and  their  officers,  and  the  various  shipping  companies  who 
have  co-operated  with  the  Port  Health  Authority  in  the  maintenance 
of  Public  Health  and  the  prevention  of  disease  in  the  port.  The 
Consular  Bodies  have  at  all  times  given  courteous  assistance. 

W.  M.  FRAZEB, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 
Liverpool  Port  Health  Authority 
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